AN  EXERCISE  IN DIPLOMACY

shall on his Highness' behalf REQUIRE OF THE EMPEROR
THAT BOTH HE SHALL TAKE THE OVERTURES IN
GOOD PART, PROCEEDING OF SO FRIENDLY AN
HEART; AND ALSO PROMISE IN THE WORD OF A
PRINCE, THAT HE SHALL NOT DISCLOSE THEM TO
NONE BUT TO SUCH OF HIS SECRET COUNCIL AS
SHALL BE SWORN TO THE SECRECY OF THE SAME.
Which promise obtained, they shall first express that his Highness
hearing that the Emperor upon a godly purpose to prosecute his
enterprise against the TURK,1 enemies of our Christian faith,
doth intend, for the ampliation and magnification of Christ's
glory, the next year to set upon them in his own person with
a great army. Although his Grace thinketh THAT THE
EMPEROR of his high wisdom and discretion will afore his
departure not only consider all things to be considered for the
establishment and assurance of his estate and prosperity,2 OR
THAT HE WILL PUT HIS OWN PERSON IN ANY SUCH
DANGER, specially in a matter of such "difficulty and so
high an enterprise, FROM the which nevertheless his Grace
(THOUGH HE WOULD BE SORRY THAT THE EM-
PEROR SHOULD EXPONE HIS OWN PERSON TO ANY
SUCH JEOPARDY) WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO DIVERT
HIS afFIXED PURPOSE BEING CHRIST'S cause, at whose
calling we be all, and of whose hand and providence we do all
depend; YET HE THOUGHT IT THE PART OF A VERY
FRIEND NOW TO PUT HIM IN REMEMBRANCE so to
dispose all things BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE as the Prince
of Spain his son, which is but young yet, may, whatsoever chance,
FORTUNE escape the dangers that might sundry ways
HAPPEN TO HIM, UNLESS THEY WERE WISELY
FORESEEN AND PROVIDED FOR THEREAFTER.

His Grace FURTHER of very friendship and pure amity
TAKETH GREATER BOLDNESS THUS TO DO, think-
ing that a friend seeth sometimes in his friend's causes,
WHEN THEY CONSIST IN DIVERSITY OF MATTERS,
more, PERADVENTURE, THAN HE TO WHOM THE
matter toucheth NEAR; FOR HE THINKETH THE EM-
1 Originally Mahometans                  * Posterity
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